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would be wise to abandon their imprac-
tical request to repeal it. It has been 
the law for 4 years. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
want to start this morning with a point 
that is obvious to me but I think bears 
repeating: Nobody wants the shutdown. 
Democrats say they do not want it; Re-
publicans certainly don’t want it. We 
all can agree on at least that. The 
question at this point is: How do we re-
solve the issues that truly divide us— 
that really divide us. The point I have 
been making all week is simply this: 
The only thing keeping the govern-
ment from opening back up is the 
Democrats’ refusal to apply a very sim-
ple principle of fairness when it comes 
to ObamaCare: Let’s treat everybody 
the same. Let’s treat everybody the 
same. Basically, all the House is asking 
for at this point—they wanted a lot 
more, but all they are asking for at 
this point—is a level playing field when 
it comes to ObamaCare. That is about 
the only thing standing in the way of 
the government’s opening back up, and 
it is a pretty reasonable request. If 
Washington Democrats can’t agree to 
that, then can they at least join us in 
making sure that veterans programs 
are funded; that the Honor Flight vet-
erans can visit the World War II Memo-
rial, and that the National Institutes 
of Health can continue its research? 
Can we at least agree on that? That is 
just the right thing to do. 

Those issues respond directly to the 
concerns a number of our Democratic 
colleagues have raised and it is the 
same thing this Congress voted to do a 
couple of days ago with the brave men 
and women of our military. I hope my 
friends across the aisle will reflect on 
the efforts of Republicans in the House 
and allow the Senate to quickly vote 
on all the bills the House sent us last 
night so we can get the government re-
opened as soon as possible. 

That said, yesterday’s meeting at the 
White House, frankly, wasn’t particu-
larly encouraging. The President basi-
cally called us all down there to tell us 
he is not interested in negotiating. It 
was essentially a negotiation about not 
negotiating. Now we hear he is off cam-
paigning today in Rockville rather 
than sitting down to get this thing 
solved, which is certainly dis-
appointing. 

But here is the good news. A solution 
isn’t that far from reach. As I said, no-
body wants a shutdown, so that is a 
good start. And it is hard to argue with 
what Republicans are asking for, espe-
cially after the embarrassing—embar-
rassing—rollout of the ObamaCare ex-
changes on Tuesday. I mean, one of the 

folks the President had standing be-
hind him at the White House tried to 
log on and sign up for ObamaCare, and 
after a couple of unsuccessful at-
tempts, the Post reports she gave up— 
literally gave up. And here is the quote 
she gave afterwards: It is not so great. 

Not so great? Some Americans might 
call that an understatement. You 
would think the administration would 
be begging for a delay after stories like 
that. So this should be easy. Congress 
gets treated the same way as every-
body else on the ObamaCare exchanges 
and individuals get the same break the 
President already handed out to em-
ployers, the same break the President 
has already unilaterally given to em-
ployers. It is time for Democrats to 
start acting responsibly. It is time to 
work with us and find our way out of 
this mess. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business for debate only until 2 p.m., 
with the first hour equally divided and 
controlled between the two leaders or 
their designees, with Republicans con-
trolling the first 30 minutes and the 
majority controlling the second 30 min-
utes, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The Republican whip. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that I be allowed to 
engage in a colloquy with the Repub-
lican leader, the Senator from Mis-
souri, the Senator from Georgia, if he 
wishes to join, and the Senator from 
South Dakota during the 30 minutes al-
located to our side. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, reserving 
the right to object, I came to the 
floor—and I am happy to do that—but 
I was told there would be a unanimous 
consent request. If that is not the case, 
Senators can go ahead and do their col-
loquy, and when they want to do that 
I will come back. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, for the 
information of the majority leader, and 
anyone else who is interested, there 
will be some unanimous consent re-
quests. We will frontload those so the 
majority leader doesn’t have to stay on 
the floor more than maybe about 10 
minutes, if that suits his schedule. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The Republican leader. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.J. RES. 72 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
many of us were stunned this week to 

see the administration blocking the 
World War II Memorial. It was a re-
minder to all of us how much we owe 
the ‘‘greatest generation.’’ Last week 
the Senate unanimously agreed to en-
sure our troops are paid during the 
shutdown, and the President correctly 
signed it into law immediately. 

Today the House will pass a bill to 
ensure our veterans—in fact, they have 
done that—continue to get the services 
and benefits they so richly deserve. If 
Democrats are unwilling to fund other 
parts of the government, at the very 
least they can agree to support our vet-
erans. 

As the Senator from Texas and the 
majority leader were just discussing, I 
have the first of these unanimous con-
sent requests to propound. 

I ask unanimous consent that when 
the Senate receives H.J. Res. 72, mak-
ing continuing appropriations for vet-
erans’ benefits for fiscal year 2014, the 
measure be read three times and 
passed, and the motion to reconsider be 
made and laid upon the table. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, Mr. President, my friend notes 
that no one wants to shut down the 
government. Obviously, he didn’t listen 
to my statement. We have people who 
have been saying for days now—Repub-
licans saying—they are glad the gov-
ernment has shut down; they have been 
waiting for this for years. I have 
quoted the Congresswoman from Min-
nesota who said that. Congressman 
MARLIN STUTZMAN of Indiana tells us 
where the tea party is when he said: 
‘‘We’re not going to be disrespected. We 
have to get something out of this. And 
I don’t know what that even is.’’ 

So Republicans are throwing one 
crazy idea or another at the wall in the 
hope one will stick. They throw out 
one idea, then come up with another 
one. And then, I repeat, they hope 
something will stick on that wall, and 
they do not even know which wall they 
are throwing it on. 

The latest plan came from the junior 
Senator from Texas, which is to cher-
ry-pick parts of the government he 
likes. House Republican Leader CANTOR 
admitted this strategy. According to 
the New York Times, this is what he 
said when asked: What about those 
cancer patients who need some help; 
what about the disadvantaged kids who 
want to return to their Head Start 
classes? 

That’s coming as well. We are going to 
take every issue that has come up and put it 
on the floor. 

He is following Senator CRUZ’s idea 
specifically. Senator CRUZ is now joint 
Speaker. He lectures the House on oc-
casion, as he does people over here. 

We support veterans and parks and 
NIH and all these different elements of 
government that are closed, but we 
also are not going to choose between 
veterans, cancer research, disease con-
trol, highway safety, or the FBI, and 
we are not going to give a blank check 
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to the junior Senator from Texas to 
pick his favorite parts of the govern-
ment on a daily basis. Today it is 
parks, tomorrow it is NIH, maybe later 
it will be something else. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Would the leader 
yield for a question? 

Mr. REID. I am happy to yield. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I simply wanted to 

follow up on what he said. 
If we were to go along with these in-

dividual UC requests—— 
Mr. CORNYN. Regular order, Mr. 

President. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Is there objection to the request? 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, reserving 

the right to object, here is the situa-
tion. The junior Senator from Texas 
wants to fund everything else, just not 
ObamaCare. Here is what one col-
umnist said today—Dana Milbank from 
the Washington Post—and I will be 
quick; I know Senators have a lot to 
talk about here: 

House Republicans continued what might 
be called the lifeboat strategy: deciding 
which government functions are worth sav-
ing. In: veterans, the troops and tourist at-
tractions. Out: Poor children, pregnant 
women, and just about every government 
function that regulates business or requires 
people to pay taxes. Here are some of the 
functions not boarding— 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, is 
that an objection? 

Mr. REID. I will use leader time 
then, Mr. President. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. REID. So if they are afraid to lis-
ten to the things I have to say, they 
should listen, because the government 
is closed, and it is closed because they 
have helped close it. So let’s not try to 
be technical here. I want to say some-
thing and I am going to say it. 

Continuing the Milbank quote: 
Here are some of the functions not board-

ing the GOP lifeboats: market regulation, 
chemical spill investigations, antitrust en-
forcement, work site immigration checks, 
workplace safety inspections, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency . . . communica-
tions and trade regulation, nutrition for 9 
million children and pregnant women, flu 
monitoring and other functions of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, and 
housing rental assistance for the poor. 

Here is what else he wrote: 
And that’s quite a list that the Tea Party 

is throwing out of the boat. We need to end 
the Government shutdown. 

I say, without any reservation, that 
the key to opening the government 
still remains with the Senate-passed 
funding resolution that will open the 
government. We will talk about any-
thing they want to talk about. We have 
said that. 

I ask unanimous consent that their 
request be modified as follows: That an 
amendment, which is at the desk, be 
agreed to; that the joint resolution, as 
amended, be read a third time and 
passed and the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

This amendment is the text that 
passed the Senate and is the clean con-
tinuing resolution for the entire gov-
ernment. It is something that is al-
ready over in the House and reportedly 
has the support of the majority of the 
Members of the House of Representa-
tives, including at least 20 Republicans, 
and some report as many as 100. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection to the modified 
request? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I object. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Objection is heard. 
Mr. REID. I object to the previous 

consent. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Objection is heard. 
The Republican leader. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 

with all due respect to my good friend 
the majority leader, he was speaking 
about the junior Senator from Texas, 
whom I don’t see on the floor at the 
moment. The request was made by the 
minority leader, the Republican leader 
of the Senate, and it dealt, quite appro-
priately, with veterans’ benefits. That 
was the whole purpose of the consent 
request. 

I would repeat that I was the one who 
requested consent that we provide re-
lief for veterans during this shutdown, 
and the person to whom his speech 
seems to be directed I don’t see on the 
floor at the moment. But with that, I 
know we are in the middle of a col-
loquy here, and the Republican whip 
has the podium now. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican whip. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.J. RES. 70 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I want 
to raise as a preliminary matter under 
rule XIX of the Senate Rules, no Sen-
ator shall in debate directly or indi-
rectly by any form of words impute to 
another Senator or to other Senators 
any conduct or motive unworthy or un-
becoming a Senator. 

I want to remind all our colleagues 
that when they talk about Members of 
the Senate who are not on the floor 
and not here or able to defend them-
selves, I think if not the letter of the 
rule, certainly the spirit is in jeopardy 
of being transgressed, and I think we 
don’t want to head down that path. 

I would point out that we have wit-
nessed, with some dismay, many of our 
World War II veterans being turned 
away at the World War II Memorial 
here in Washington, DC. 

A number of these Honor Flights 
come from my State. There will be one 
that comes here tomorrow afternoon. I 
intend to meet them and welcome 
them to Washington and visit the 
World War II Memorial with them. 

These gentlemen and ladies are quite 
advanced in years, and for many of 
them—like, for example, my father-in- 
law who landed on Utah Beach on the 
second day of the Normandy invasion, 

his physical health is not such that he 
could come. But he would love to come 
to the Memorial. 

Mr. DURBIN. Will the Senator yield 
for a question? 

Mr. CORNYN. I will not yield for a 
question at this time. I will at a later 
time. 

He would love to visit the World War 
II Memorial. Unfortunately, his health 
is not such that he can. But those who 
can are coming to Washington. There 
will be one from Fort Worth coming on 
Tuesday, and I intend to meet them 
and to welcome them. They should not 
be turned back because of this politi-
cally concocted government shut-
down—one that the President and the 
majority leader seem to be enjoying 
but which is causing a lot of hardship 
and inconvenience. 

The House of Representatives has 
passed a separate piece of legislation 
that would open the World War II Me-
morial, along with other national park 
services. I would note it got 252 votes 
in the House of Representatives yester-
day, including 23 Democrats. I hope it 
would enjoy the same sort of bipartisan 
support in the Senate. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of H.J. Res. 70, making con-
tinuing appropriations for National 
Park Service operations, which was re-
ceived from the House; that the meas-
ure be read three times and passed; and 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, I ask unanimous consent that 
their request be modified as follows: 
That an amendment, which is at the 
desk, be agreed to; that the joint reso-
lution, as amended, be read a third 
time and passed and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

Mr. CORNYN. I object. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Is there objection to the original 
request? 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, may I 
inquire. Did the majority leader object 
to my unanimous consent request or 
seek to amend it? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection has not yet been heard. 

Is there objection? 
Mr. REID. I object. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The objection is heard. 
f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.J. RES. 73 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I recog-
nize my colleagues from Missouri and 
South Dakota, who I know also have 
unanimous consents, and I yield to 
them for those. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank my friend from 
Texas for yielding. 

On Monday morning, I was scheduled 
to be at Washington University in St. 
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